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1. 



Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of: 



XJ the international application in the language in which It was filed 
a translation of the international application into 



, which is the language 



of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

This international search report has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake 
authorized by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43.6b/s(a)). 



2. 



3. 



With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 
[3T| Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box No. II) 
| [ Unity of Invention is lacking (see Box No ill) 



4. With regard to the title, 



the text is approved as submitted by the applicant 
| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 



the text Is approved as submitted by the applicant 

the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may. within one month from the date of mailing of this International search report, submit comments to this Authority 



6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published w!'J. he abstract is Figure No. 

as suggested by the applicant 



as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure 
as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention 
b. Q none of the figures is to be published with the abstract 
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER . 

INV. A61B17/068 A61B17/072 

ADD. A61B17/00 A61B17/30 A61B17/115 

According to International r^terft Ctessiftation (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B> FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum docurnentaiion searched (dassdiealion system foBowed by dassfflcaibn syntoote) 

A61B 



Documentation searched other man nrtnimum documentation to the extent thai such cfccuments are included fn the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the imematlonal search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

iEPO^Internal 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Catagonr 


Citation of document, with Indication; where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X 


^WO 97/47231 A (BOSTON SCIENT CORP [US].) 
18 December 1997 (1997-12-18) 

page :10y line 21 - page 14, line 11 
■figures 1-5 


17,18, 
20-22, 
24,26-28 


X 


WO 2004/110285 A (ETHICON SPA [IT]; 
BILOTTI FEDERICO [IT]; D ARCANGELO MICHELE 
[IT]; LOW) 23 December 2004 (2004-12-23) 


17,18, 
20,21, 
26,28 




page 21, line 1 - page 22, line 26 
page 9, line 14 - page 10, line 20 
figures 18a-181 




X 


WO 03/099137 A (NDO SURGICAL INC [US]; 
CERIER JEFFREY C [US]; CRUZ AMOS [US]; 
O'KEEFE) 4 December 2003 (2003^12-04) 


17,18,20 




page 18, line 7 page 19, Tine 10 
figures 9B-9E 





X I Fuflhercmmieiits'a^ listed tn the continuation of Box (X 



> See patent family annex 



* Spec^categc<tescrfcftedo^ments: 

•A' &>cumeni defining the general slate of the art which is not 
considered to be of parttcutar relevance 

*E a earfter document bat published on or after the International 
filing date 

V document which may throw ofcuttsonprtorfty daim(s)or 
which is cSeld to estabtsh the jwWcatJbn date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

'& document referring to an oral dlsctosure, use, exhibtUooor 
other means 

•P document published prior to the international Ming data but 
later than the priority date claimed 



*T* later document pubBshed after the mtomatJonal fiSng date 
or poorly date and not in conflict wtththe application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory undettytig the 
rnventtoh " 

'X* document of particular relevance; the ctaJmed invention 
cannot be considered hovel or cannot be considered to 
Invofve an inventive step when the document is taken atone 

*Y* document of particuiar relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to Invofve an inventivo step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments. such combination being; obvious to a person stdfJed 
in the art. 

•A' document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual eomptetlori of the international search 
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Date of mailing of the international search report 
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Citation of document with imficatJon, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Retevant to claim No. 



WO 2004/032760 A (TYCO HEALTHCARE [US] 
ROY PHILIP C [US]) 
22 April 2004 
page 2, line 
figures 1,2 



26,28 



-04-; 
page 3i, line 16 
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International application No. 
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Box No. ll Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2of first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 1 7{2)(a> for the following! reasons: 



1. 




Claims No&:: 
because they relate 



-16 




9-33 

not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



to subject 

Rule 39. 1(1 v) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body fay 



surgery 



2. [_] Claims Nos,: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
ah extent that no meaningfullrrterhatldnal search c^ibe carried out* specifically: 



& J ] Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sehtehces of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. |ll Observations where unity of invention Is lacking (Continuation of Item 3 of first sheet) 



This intemattonal^Searchlrtg Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1, As ail required additional search fees were timery paid by the applicant, this Intern report covers alisearehable 

L — » claims, 



2. I J As all searchable claims could be searched without effort Justifying an additional fees, this Authority old not invite payment of 
apical fees. 



As only some of the required addfiooal search fees were timely paid by me applicant, this international search reportccvers 
only those claims for which fees werepaid, : specifically claims Nos.; 



4. I I No retired additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this international search report Is 
restricted totoeirwention first mentioned in the claims; ft Is covered by claims nos.: 



Remark on Protest I I the adcfittonal search fees were accor - : nted by the applicants protest and, where applicable . the 

1 — ' payment of a protest fee. 

□The adcBtional search fees were accompanied by the appifcanf s protest but the applicable protest: 
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the Invitation. 

| | No potest accompanied the Demerit of adottionaJsearch tees* 
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